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etc., etc. : Farmer' s Loan and Trust Co v. Northern Pacific Ry. 
Co., 60 Fed. Rep. 803 (1894), in which case in addition to an 
injunction to restrain chiefs of the various Brotherhoods from 
issuing orders for a strike, twelve thousand employes were for- 
bidden by injunction from combining to quit with or without 
notice the service of receivers of certain railways, with the object 
and intent of crippling the property or embarrassing the railroad. 

The court declared that the workmen must abandon work in 
good faith. Where the real design was to compel receivers against 
their wills to accede to the strikers, and failing therein to cripple 
the road, the necessary result would be to inflict great loss on the 
public. Such a conspiracy is unlawful and restraint by injunction 
an appropriate remedy — preventing, as it does, an almost certain 
destruction of property. 

These cases, it will be observed, are not cases of interference by 
single individuals, but contain the element of conspiracy, and 
touch not merely contractual obligations, but also wrongs to prop- 
erty. It would seem, however, that redress should be given also in 
cases where simple business contracts, though merely in contempla- 
tion, are maliciously interfered with, and in consequence loss 
ensues. Where there is, in fact, a loss due to such interference, 
the plaintiff has suffered as real damage as though the contract had 
been made and broken; and the loss being satisfactorily and 
clearly proved, there would seem no objection to holding a defend- 
ant responsible for the consequences of his malicious conduct. It 
is to be hoped that the courts will come to this view, as well as rec- 
ognize uniformly, by affording relief in cases of malicious interfer- 
ence in other kinds of contracts, the lack of any sufficient reason 
at this day for unique deference to the relationship of master and 
servant. 
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American Electrical Cases, with Annotations. Edited by 
William W. Morrill. Vol. V., 1894-1895. Albany : Mat- 
thew Bender. 1896. 

This fifth volume of the series of American Electrical Cases 
brings the decisions almost up to date, and is edited, as its prede- 
cessors have been, most commendably. 

In view of the value of well collected and ably annotated leading 
cases, it is a pleasure to note this addition to that class of legal 
work. 

The phenomenal growth of electricity as a commercial factor had 
led to much important legislation, and a correspondingly increased 
demand for legal information on the subject. In consequence of 



678 BOOK REVIEWS. 

this rapid growth the publisher has determined to bring out a 
volume of this series each year, commencing with September ist. 

This volume contains one hundred and thirty-one cases reported 
in full, and over one hundred in addition, of which memoranda are 
given in notes. 

The editor promises that volume VL will contain a number of 
interesting opinions, not yet published. F. S. M. 



Handbook on the Law of Real Property. By Earl P. Hop- 
kins, A.B., LL.M. Author of Problems and Quiz on Criminal 
Law, Contracts, Criminal Procedure, Constitutional Law, etc. 
St. Paul ; West Publishing Co. 1896. 

The legal profession, and more especially the legal student-body, 
has for a long time felt the need of a text-book giving the princi- 
ples of real property as they are applied to-day — divested of those 
"legal antiquities " generally found in dissertations on this subject. 
This want has been admirably supplied by Mr. Hopkins who has 
digested and cited about forty-five hundred English and American 
cases of standard authority, and abstracted therefrom the leading 
principles of the modern law of real property. 

The volume is divided into sixteen chapters covering the sub- 
ject as follows : 

Chapter I., What is Real Property; IL, Tenure and Seisin; 
in.. Estates as to Quantity — Fees Simple ; IV., Estates Tail ; V., 
Conventional Life Estates ; VL, Legal Life Estates; VII., Estates 
Less Than Freehold ; VIII., Estates as to Quality — On Condition 
— On Limitation; IX., Mortgages; X., Equitable Estates; XL, 
Estates as to Time of Enjoyment — Future Estates ; XII. , Estates 
as to Number of Owners — Joint Estates ; XIII. , Incorporeal Heredi- 
taments ; XIV., Legal Capacity to Hold and Convey Realty ; XV., 
Restraints on Alienation ; XVI., Title. 

A new and important feature is the discussion of the Homestead 
Laws of the United States and of the various states. The homestead 
right is defined "as an exemption to a debtor of a home free from 
liability for certain debts. ' ' The rights of landlord and tenant and 
of mortgagor and mortgagee are treated at length. The chapter on 
Title is an important feature of the work. The author dwells at 
length on "the recent 'Torrens Title Act' of Illinois, because 
it is in all probability the forerunner of the introduction into this 
country of some system of registration of title in place of our 
present system of the registration of conveyances." The author 
fails to note that a similar system has been adopted by Ohio. 

The work does not purport to be an exhaustive treatise. It is an 
elementary volume which, on account of the perspicuity of its 
style, the accessibility of its contents, and the modern authorities 
from which its principles are derived, is to be recommended highly 
to the student as a text-book, and to the active practitioner as a 
book of reference. H. W. Scarborough. 



